
Thursday, January 9, 2020 

Third Grade Newsletter 

  

Important Information: 

Midyear assessment data will be sent home with the first semester report card 

tomorrow, January 10. Please take out, look over, and keep all of the paperwork in 

the envelope. Please sign and return the envelope. 

 

Look for an email this month from Panorama for a survey about your classroom 

teacher. This is your opportunity to give your teachers feedback.  We look forward 

to hearing from you.  Remember, the survey won't come from PSD so keep an eye 

out for an email from Panorama. The survey is open for a couple weeks.  Details 

about this important parent opportunity are included in the school newsletter. 
 

Students will be studying Ancient Rome the month of January. We will have our 

Roman Festival on Friday, January 31 - more information is coming soon!. Your child 

will also need a STANDARD sized WHITE pillowcase by January 17 to create 

a tunic. Send these to school as you get them! Each third grade teacher is also 

in need of a volunteer to cut a class set of tunics from the pillowcases for the kids 

to decorate and wear during the Roman Festival. If you are interested in 

volunteering for this at home project, please notify your child’s teacher.  

 

Upcoming Parenting Seminar: 

LOVE AND LOGIC PARENT CLASS, January 29, 2020, Bethke Cafeteria 9:00-10:30 

a.m. 

Love and Logic is a loving, balanced approach to parenting We provide a loving, 

balanced approach that is neither permissive nor punitive. We show adults how to 

discipline kids without losing their love and respect. We focus on helping children 

develop personal responsibility, self-control and good decision-making skills. Unlike 

some approaches we don’t use complicated reward or punishment systems only focused 

on short-term compliance. Instead, we focus on nurturing long-term relationships and 

reinforcing good character. Theresa Fightmaster will facilitate the classes and will 

take your scenarios and apply Love and Logic Basics so that you can go home and use 

the tips in practical application.  Theresa has been a counselor in Poudre School 

District for 20 years and is passionate about Love and Logic and has facilitated 

hundreds of groups over the years.  

It is that time of year! Place your order for the 2019-2020 Bethke yearbook. All sales will 

be pre-order only, through the online portal. The yearbook is published in full color and 

costs $25. This year’s book will feature each homeroom class with a portrait page and a 



variety of candid shots from the year. Fifth grade students will each have a small list of 

their “favorite things” to accompany their portrait as well. Orders can be placed now 

through March 23, 2020 through the following link 

https://commpe.pictavo.com/PictavoSchool/FindSchool. Please contact Mrs. Pegg, 

lpegg@psdschools.org, with any questions.  

THE WEEKS AHEAD: 

• 1/20 -  No School, MLK Day 

• 1/23 - Talent Show @ 6:30pm 

• 1/24 - Talent Show @ 9:00am 

• 1/29 - Love and Logic Parent Class @ 9:00-10:30am 

• 1/31 - Student Council Spirit Day *Sports Jersey Day* 

• 1/31 - Roman Festival in the afternoon *More information coming soon* 

• 2/1-2/28 - Schools on the Move *A calendar will be sent home in Friday 

Folders the last week of January. 

• 2/10 - PTO Meeting @ 8:55am 

• 2/14 - Valentine’s Celebration, we will not have a formal party, instead 

students will enjoy opening Valentines and spending time with their 

classmates 

• 2/17 – NO SCHOOL, Staff Work Day 

• 2/20 – 3rd Grade Music Program @ 6:30pm 

• 2/21 - 3rd Grade Music Program @ 9:00am  

• 3/2 - NO SCHOOL, Staff Work Day 

• 3/16-3/20 - NO SCHOOL, Spring Break 

** Looking WAY ahead- our CMAS Testing dates will be April 1-3 for ELA and April 

7-9 for Math. We please ask you to keep these dates in mind when making 

appointments! ** 

 

ACADEMICS: 

  

Reading 

In reading, students started a Magic Tree House novel about Ancient Rome. They 

will have many opportunities to discuss and respond to the novel as they make 

connections, summarize, identify the main idea and include details, along with asking 

questions. Instruction also focused on nonfiction text features - heading, captions, 

labels, maps, etc. Students will learn and practice RACE - a format used to respond 

to questions about a text: 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcommpe.pictavo.com%2FPictavoSchool%2FFindSchool&data=02%7C01%7Cleucker%40psdschools.org%7Cd0568574bfb245469a4808d79556a4f3%7C0d6d846ceadd4b6cb03ef15cd4b7e9cf%7C0%7C0%7C637142071685306487&sdata=ea3hZu4U02cn1JYaOriQKS0VhoiTgujfocbsnLoe66Q%3D&reserved=0
mailto:lpegg@psdschools.org


  

 

Writing 

Weekly grammar instruction will continue. This week, we spent time reviewing 

abstract and concrete nouns. Instruction will continue with regular and irregular 

verbs. Every week, students are asked to listen to and write two sentences, and 

identify the weekly skill in each sentence. If your child is having difficulty with the 

weekly sentence dictations, we encourage you to practice this format using his/her 

spelling words. 
 

This week, students spent time reflecting on first semester and setting new goals 

for second semester. Look for this in your child’s report card envelope coming 

home tomorrow. We encourage you to have a conversation with your child about 

their self-reflection and goals.  
 

They also created a 2020 New Year’s Resolution project where they were asked to 

respond to the following sentence starters:: 

2 - two things I would like to learn this year 

0 - one way to make every day happier 

2 - two things I can do to be more responsible 

0 - one example of how I can be more respectful 
 

Lowercase cursive review has ended and students have begun uppercase cursive 

letters. We highly encourage students to complete ONE spelling activity in 

cursive.  
 

Next week, in correlation with our, Ancient Rome unit, students will participate in 

the writing process as they research, draft, edit/revise, and type three articles 



about Ancient Rome. Students will also create a Pixton (comic) in tech. The hope is 

to display the final product of these Roman Newspapers, in the hallway, on January 

31. 

  

History/Geography 

Our Ancient Rome unit is off to an exciting start! Students have learned about the 

devastating day when Mount Vesuvius erupted and buried Pompeii. They will 

continue to learn about the bathhouses, the forum, daily life, and even the Roman 

military and government. We encourage you to ask your child about the interesting 

facts they are learning! Look for more information about opportunities to donate 

and volunteer for our Roman Fest on the afternoon of January 31. 

 

Math: 

Topic 12: Understanding Fractions as Numbers began this week. Students have 

explored a unit fraction and fractions as a whole. They will continue to compare 

fractions to each other. Below is the home connection letter from Topic 12. There 

are many ways to practice fractions at home with your child.  

• Divide a large pile of objects (cereal, plastic animals, blocks, etc.) equally 

into 4 piles to illustrate one-fourth. Recombine the group to divide into 

other fractions. 

• Get out the measuring cups and spoons!  Let your child follow a recipe. 

• Fold a piece of paper into halves, and then into halves again with your child. 

Open it up to show the division of fourths. 

• Count the rooms in your house and make some fraction facts about 

them.  One-half of the rooms have windows. One-third of them have pillows. 

• While in the car, mark the passing of time with fractions.  "We are one-third 

of the way there." "It will take us 20 minutes to get to the library." "In how 

many minutes will we be half-way there?" 

 



 
 
 


